MAKE   THEE   MIGHTIER   YET
you and your Empire, the question whose answer will decide your
and your children's lives.
If I guess the mind of our rulers rightly,, the calculation has been
that at this point Germany will come into conflict with Russia.
She will try to do the impossible, to accomplish that which has
defeated every bold adventurer in history. She will spend
her time, her men, her strength, her treasure, in fighting the
colossus Russia — in fighting nature. Nazi dog, that you fear
but sneakingly like, would eat Bolshie dog, that you detest, or
both would die. You would be left in peace. Social unrest, and
the hateful necessity for curing social evils, would be banished for
a century. You would with an easy mind go back to your
golf.
Will Hitler do this? I cannot tell you. If he does, the eld men
may have been right, I and the others wrong.
It all depends whether you believe that Hitler means what he
says — that Bolshevist Russia is his mortal enemy. It is not true.
Russia has never done anything to Germany, Russia was beaten to
her knees by Germany, a peace treaty far transcending Versailles
in vindictive cruelty was imposed on Russia, Bolshevism was sent
to Russia by Germany, in a sealed railway compartment.
The mortal enemy is England. Not Bolshevist Russia has what
Germany wants — world power and overseas possessions — but
England. Germany has an enormously long bill against England,
no single item of which has been forgotten. They are all stored up
in the minds of men whose memories are as long as their thirst for
revenge is insatiable. If they have their way, and they are near to
attaining it, they will make you repay every penny of reparations,
recoup to the last farthing' and more the value of the German
property you confiscated in the war you won — and then lost r-
they will take all their former colonies and more.
Do you want proof? Think of the tone of Hitler's references, of
Goering's references, of Goebbels's references to England after
Munich. Already they are within an ace of sending you a six-
hour ultimatum if you choose for Prime Minister a man they do
not like. They are not quite so far, but a few more riots in France,
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